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Thousands gather at the Oprah House as ‘love festival for Australia’ reaches its climax

By KARL QUINN
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

FINALLY, after three months of
build-up, Australias hig
mament with Oprah had finally
arrived.

“Whais feeling the love right
now?" one ol her producers
asked from the stage just
minuies before the Big O was
meant to arrive in the heat and
humidity ol a typical Sydney
summer morning. Do you feel
sexy, Australia?”

Judging by the cheer, that
WS A yes,

Six thousand of Oprah's “ulii-
mate” fans were in the forecourt
of the Sydney Opera House —
renamed the Oprah Howse for
the oceasion — for the morning
show; another 6000 would filein
for the evening show.

The shows were star-siudded
alfairs — Russell Crowe, Bindi
Irwin, Jay-Z and Jon Bon Jovi in
the moming, Bono, Nicole Kid-
man, Keith Urban, Hugh Jack-
man and Olivia Newton-John in
the evening — but people had
snapped up the tickets long
beflore the line-ups were
announced. It didn't really mat-
terwho else was on the bill, they
were all here (o see Oprah,

Certainly, she knows how to
make a persaon — no, an entire
country — feel good abour
themselves., “Now | know why
you call this place Oz, because
you are truly at the end of the
yellow brick road,” she said
when she finally arrived just
after 10am, resplendent in
Uluru orange and having just
led the audience ina chant of
“Aussic, Aussic, Aussic, oi oi o™

“Adtera week in this country,
| love Australia. | love Australia.
| LOVE AUSTRALIA!™ she said,
in her favoured oratory style.

“Wherever you are in the world,
vou have to come here,” she
sajd.

Ka-ching. That line alone
had to be worth the $4 million
the state and fedemal toursm
bodies had paid to get her here.

The four shows on Australia
that she will sereen in January —
the Opera House shows are
numbers three and four — are,
she said, “a love festival for Aus-
tralia’,

“As | said to vour Tourism
Minister this morning, ‘Aren't
you glad 1 liked i1?™"

As video clips rolled afier
each ad break showing the
natural wonders of Australia,
they indeed made the country
look like a pretty good place to
VisilL

Her fAirst guest was Crowe,
with wham she chatted amiably
and lairly superficially, asking
him why Australians don't much
like it when people get too big
for their boots, Perhaps sensing
this was snmechow about him —
isn’t everything? — Rusty tried
nat to be drawn on that one.

Bindi Irwin and her brother
Rabert — a dead ringer for his
dead dad — and their mother
lerri were up next, and just as
Rusty had a movie to plug so
Bindi had a book and the whole
family had a Las Vegas oulposi
ol Australia Zoo (o spruik.

Onitwent, with good-
humaoured chat interspersed
with travelogue videns and, fora
little emotional helt, a couple of
hard-luck stories with happy
{-ish) endings.

First, an underprivileged
schoolin the western suburbs of
Sydney received a visil from Jay-
Z followed by agiltof lapiops

from [BM for every student and
awired library (and a copy of
Jay-2's book), which Oprah
claimed was worth 1 million,

Next, 4 young man with can-
cer, 4 wife and two kids. Their
chureh has helped out by paying
the bills; Oprah went one better,
handing over a $250,000
cheque, telling him o *fake a
year ofland get well”,

Bon Jovi plaved, Jay-7 chat-
ted. Evervone got a pearl neck-
lace,

The evening show offered
maore of the same, A surprise
visit [rom Bona, then a spectac-
ular entrance from Jackman that
almost turned to tragedy.

He slid along a flying [ox
strung B0 metres or so between
the top of the Opera House and
the rigging above the stage. He
waved happily to the crowd as
he hurtled towards the stage,
then came to a brutal and
thudding halt.

Medical staff treated the
actor when he was finally
lowered, and a few minutes fater
he returned with a plaster to the
side of avery red eve.

Nonetheless, by the end of
the show he had recovered well
enough to sing— along with
Kidman, Urban, Newton-John,
Crowe and the Qantas choir—

I still Call Australia Home, And
then it was over.

The evening audience mis-
sed out on the pearl necklace.

They got a diamond pendant in

the shape of an O instead.

GO ONLINE

See highlights of the
taping of Oprah’s first
Australian show.
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Oprah and an injured Hugh
lackman (left), Keith Urban and
Nicole Kidman (above) appeared
at the 1ed Oprah House
before sands of

picture),
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